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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the abstract content 
includes a word "comprises" which is often used as a legal phraseology for the claim 
language. This word should be avoided in abstract description. Appropriate correction 
is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lee 6,065,519. 

Re claim 1 , Lee discloses a case body 1 1 in the form of a gun having an open 
top and a receptor to receive an adhesive tape 21 therein; a cover 12 provided above 
the case body 1 1 ; a connecting means to connect a lower end of the cover 1 2 and a 
upper end of the case body 1 1 ; a locking means to prevent the cover from being 
released from the case body; a drawing means 31 , 32, including a trigger 32 protruded 
through an opening 14 of the case body, and a pair of drams 31 & 32, rotated by pulling 
the trigger with a finger and in contact with a bottom surface of the adhesive rope 21 to 
draw out the adhesive tape 21 per Figs. 2 and 4; a cutting means 41-44, 46-47, 
including an operating button 41 mounted on a surface of the cover, a lever 42, 43, 
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operated by moving the operating button and connected to an elastic member 44, and a 
cutter 47 provided at a front end of the lever and having a blade 47 to cut the adhesive 
tape 21 which has been drawn out by the drawing means; and a guide means 13, 36- 
37, provided above the drums to be in contact with a top surface of the adhesive tape 
and to guide withdrawal of the adhesive tape in the case body per FIGS. 1-6(B). 

Re claim 5, Lee discloses that the guide means 1 3, 36, comprises a pair of guide 
rollers 13, 38, provided below the lever 42, 43, with a predetermined interval 
therebetween and a belt 37 mounted on the guide rollers 36 in consideration of a 
position in contact with a top surface of the adhesive tape 21 per FIGS. 2-4. 

Re claim 6, Lee discloses that a discharge roller 36 is provided in front of the 
guide rollers 13, 38, and a guide panel as idle roller 38 is further provided above a lower 
part of the belt 37. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
in view of Mistyurik 5,91 0,227. 

Re claim 2, Lee teaches the invention as claimed as discussed above. However, 
Lee fails to teach that the connecting means comprises provided along an internal 
periphery of the open top of the case body and also comprises inlet grooves and 
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holding grooves provided at corresponding positions to fit to the protrusions along a 
lower periphery of the cover. Mistyurik teaches that the connecting means 38', 103, 
66a,' comprises provided along an internal periphery of the open top of the case body 
39 and also comprises inlet grooves 66b, at 103' and holding grooves 39' provided at 
corresponding positions to fit to the protrusions along a lower periphery of the cover 38 
per FIGS. 1-3. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to provide Lee's case body and cover assembly with protrusions and mating 
grooves arrangement, as taught by Mistyurik, in order to allow for secured detachable 
cover assembly to ease for replacement of the roll material. 

Re claim 3, the modified device of Lee teaches that the locking means (Mistyurik, 
124-128) comprises a button (Mistyurik, 125) movable in a guide hole (Mistyurik, 127) 
formed on the cover (Mistyurik, 38) and a locking piece (Mistyurik, 124) integrally 
formed with the button (Mistyurik, 125), and a gap in which the locking piece (Mistyurik, 
124), can move is formed between an internal end of the cover (Mistyurik, 38) and a 
guider (Mistyurik, 89, 90), which is integrally formed with the cover 38 on its lower 
internal surface (Mistyurik, per FIG. 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
6. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Lee (6176409) teaches adhesive tape dispensing device, and 
Chen (5454500), Horng (5472560) and Tsai (6651857) teach cover assembly 
attachment techniques. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BHARAT C. PATEL whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3078. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, alt. Friday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer Ashley can be reached on 24502. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bharat C Patel/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3724 
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October 7, 2008. 

/Ghassem Alie/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 



